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to meet on a regular basis. But where?
Unsure about the cooking skills and en-
tertainment talents of our group mem-
bers,  we decided to get some help from 
the experts at the MPI EVA: the institute’s 
cafeteria, well known in Leipzig for its 
superb quality, and the great apes, well 
known for curly hair and superhuman cu-
teness. These monthly meetings proved 
to be very useful in organizing the mee-
ting and getting to know the other group 
member better.
In hindsight, we encountered many pro-
blems but there was one challenge that 
we totally underestimated: fi nding a re-
nowned scientist for a public presentati-
on. Unfortunately we could not convince 
Richard Dawkins, an ambitious endea-

vour, but we managed to invite  Winfried 
Göpfert for a talk on the relationship bet-
ween science and media. His talk gave 
interesting insights into this delicate relati-
onship and provided new ideas and ways 
for addressing scientists from other fi elds 
and an even further audience: the gene-
rous taxpayer. 
It was a new and great experience for 
us and we invite you to participate in 
this experience at PhDnet ś next general 
meeting. 

At our last PhDnet meeting in Goettingen 
an overwhelming majority of the general 
assembly voted for Leipzig to host the next 
meeting. At fi rst all the representatives from 
Leipzig: Nils Bertschinger, Franziska Korb, 
Dieter Lukas, Stefanie Regel and Rainer 
Stollhoff got together to set an agenda for 
the year ahead. The objective of the mee-
ting group was easily defi ned: to prepare 
the next general meeting of the PhDnet. 
We also received valuable information 
from the former workgroup leader Ajayba-
bu Pobbati and left Goettingen with some 
vague ideas about “winning strategies” 
and potential pitfalls that could occur in 
the organization of such an event.  
The work of the Meeting Group real-
ly took off in spring 2006 with choo-

sing the ideal location. This presented a 
no-brainer. The Max-Planck-Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology was the only 
one that could host such a big meeting. 
Besides its perfect size, the staff of the 
institute was extremely cooperative and 
supportive and had tons of experience 
in organizing meetings and conferences. 
The second step involved the planning of 
the program (contacting speakers etc, the 
representatives of the MPS). We establis-
hed a preliminary outline of the program-
me: half of the time slots was assigned 
to section representatives and the other 
workgroups, so we were responsible for 
fi lling the remaining time with interesting 
talks and discussions.     
From then on, the Meeting Group decided 

62 PhD student representatives from more than 50 MPIs participated in 
PhDnet‘s general meeting 2006. 

General Meeting in 
Leipzig November 2006

Rainer Stollhoff MPI for 
Mathematics in the Science, Leipzig
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The aim of the alumni working group is 
to establish a platform that connects the 
alumni with the PhD student network of 
the Max Planck Society. The members 
of the alumni working group 2006 were 
Caroline Schmitz, Kerstin Thein, Hendrik 
Bartko, Wencke Armsen, Janire Miment-
za, and Andreas Bock. In our opinion it is 
an important issue to stay in contact with 
your former institute and colleagues to 
exchange information and establish new 
contacts, for instance, with industry.  In ad-
dition, an alumni network should also pro-
vide the chance for current PhD students to 
get in touch with former ones. Every PhD 
student who has fi nished the thesis has the 
opportunity of joining the alumni network. 
The alumni-net will be implemented in the 
web-portal of the PhDnet. Relevant data 

of a former PhD student such as contact 
details, institute name, year of defence, 
present position and email address will be 
stored as part of his or her profi le but even 
more information such as pictures etc. 
could be presented on a private homepa-
ge. Former PhD students will be provided 
with an IP-address of the Max-Planck-So-
ciety.  Present PhD students will have a 
‚guest‘ status and can enter the database 
of the alumni net. 
After the establishment of the alumni wor-
king group in Göttingen in 2005, we star-
ted to exchange and discuss different ideas 
via e-mail and fi nally developed a structure 
for the alumni-net. Luckily, in 2003 seven 
former PhD-students had already created 
a user group called ‘alumni’ that existed in 
the forum of the PhD-net homepage. This 

        Work in  

The Alumni Network 
for Max-Planck PhD students

Andreas Bock MPI for Dynamics of Complex 
Technical Systems, Magdeburg

user group was modifi ed and extended in 
cooperation with the web group and is, 
of course, open to new members. In addi-
tion a forum “alumni ideas” was created 
to discuss the work of the alumni-net. This 
would have not been possible without the 
professional help of Jochen Maydt. In the 
end of October 2006, the alumni-net had 
eight members but we hope this number 
will increase soon. Interested PhD students 
of the Max Planck Society who have gra-
duated recently can add “Max-Planck 
Alumni“ in the interest fi eld of the user pro-
fi le or contact me directly at the following 
address: bock@mpi-magdeburg.mpg.de. 
At the general meeting in Leipzig, a new 
alumni working group was formed and 

the group members defi ned new goals 
such as improving the communication with 
the Generalverwaltung (Administrative 
Headquarters) of the Max-Planck Society 
in Munich. The Generalverwaltung sup-
ports the systematic development of an 
alumni network at the individual institutes. 
In the future, the alumni working group will 
administrate the alumni-net and will send a 
version of the “Offspring” and the annual 
report of the general meeting to the mem-
bers of the alumni-net. Furthermore, alumni 
will be invited to the general meeting, to 
seminars and to local activities.

The members of the 
alumni working group 2006

    Progress



16

IMPRESSUM

Publisher: 
Max Planck PhDnet (2007)
www.phdnet.mpg.de

Spokesperson of Max Planck PhDnet:
Rainer Stollhoff
MPI for Mathematics, Leipzig
stollhof@mis.mpg.de

Head of the Offspring Working Group:
Verena Conrad 
MPI for Biological Cybernetics, Tübingen
verena.conrad@tuebingen.mpg.de 

Redaktion:
Verena Conrad MPI for Biological Cybernetics, Tübingen
David Alich MPI for Demographic Research, Rostock

Design:
Lachs von Achtern GbR
www.lachsvonachtern.de


